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Dear Friends,

As we begin a new year, | would lie
to update you on the progress of
your government in Ottawa.
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remains the economy, and we are
tackling the challenges of the globg
economic recession head on.

Although Canadians and their families continue to be significan
affected by the downturn, a fragile recovery is indicated by
modest improvements in both employment and output. These
improvements are a testament to the success of our Economic
Action Plan, but our work is far from over. New challenges

demand new ideas, guided by a new agenda for the Governmegnt

of Canada. The 2010 Speech from the Throne will recalibrate

Parliament and its priorities, ensuring that Canada is prepared for

a strong economic recovery and a return to balanced budgets.

As the Government prepares the second phase of the Economic
Action Plan, | will be spending time at home in Macleod, meetiphg

with constituents to learn their priorities for the upcoming
session. | look forward to reconnecting with all of you, so that |
can better represent you in Ottawa.

I will continue traveling the country in my role as Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Finance, participating in nationat pr
budget consultations with Canadians. These meetings will give
people the opportunity to tell the government how best to
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